DELAWARE STATE MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Owned and Published by the Medical Society of Delaware 
Issued Monthly Under the Supervision of the Publication Committee 


Number 1 


Volume I JANUARY, 1929 


Per Year $2.00 
Per Copy 20c 


ON THERAPEUTICS 
W. T. JONES, M. D. 


LaurEL, DEL. 


Since, in the course of human events and 
the distribution of tasks and honors by the 
powers that be, the duties of the president 
of the 139th session of the Medical Society 
of Delaware, now in annual assembly, de- 
volve upon me. 

For the honor conferred upon me by elec- 
tion to the presidency of this honorable society, 
I desire to express my sincere appreciation, 
conscious of the fact, that he who would have 
honor, should earn it and must serve. Not 
only is the honor mine, but likewise the task 
of service, and it is the latter that affords me 
the greater satisfaction. This éxpression 
however, does not accord with the fact, that 
upon two previous occasions, when it was 
time for good old Sussex to have the honor of 
selecting one of her sons as president of this 
society, I refused the office, preferring tke 
mantle to fall upon another, (attribute my 
action to timidity) this time, I was lassoed 
and “Like a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb,” I opened not my mouth. 

The definition of the word therapeutics 
is that part of medicine concerned with the 
treatment and cure of disease. Ever since 
the beginning of the human events perhaps, 
since the fall of man from his high and lofty 
state, where God placed him, has the whole 
human race been perplexed, and at times 
overpowered by enmities of his own creation, 
_ both of body and of soul. If man had not 
descended from this exalted position, it is not 
within the powers of the mind of man to 
conceive, the perpetual flow of perfect health 
and happiness, that would have been his 
throughout all ages, to all generations. But 
alas! Adam fell, inflicting upon himself and 


*Presidential address, read before the Medical Society of Del- 
waare, Rehoboth, Sept. 12, 1928. 


upon all his progeny, the curse, if you will, 
the law of heredity, to the human race, with 
the possibility of the multiplicity of human 
ailments, as the ages roll on. As a result of 
such existing conditions man found himself 
in need of physical as well as spiritual relief, 
hence the necessity and the beginning of 
therapeutics. 

It now becomes apparent to you, my 
hearers, the where and the when of my 
subject. Upon this thought, I have meditated 
much for years. The query was with me in 
boyhood, from whence comes all this sickness, 
and the how of relief, especially is this true, 
when as a youth, I was a victim of chills and 
fever, and had calomel, castor oil and quinia 
administered by a doctor’s hand or order. 


As stated above the definition of therapeu- 
tics is the use of medicine to cure disease. 
Man has always lived in more or less fear 
of this physical enemy, and equally as long, 
has he ardently sought relief, and always will. 
A continuous violator of the laws governing 
his physical well being, with a continuous 
search for restoration. Very little is known 
of therapeutics during the pre Christian Era, 
except that it consisted of superstition and 
witchcraft of unsupported authority, and 
even this was brought into our own Christian 
Era, though it is with shame we rehearse it, 
and say, that knowledge has had a continu- 
ous struggle, yea fight for release from such 
and yet, the flag of victory trails in the dust. 


“Knowledge is power,” is a true adage. So is 
ignorance, superstition and witchcraft, but 
not a power for advancement or for good. 


“You are talking of the dark ages,”’ someone 
suggests. Yes, I may be, but I am also speak- 
ing of a more recent age, for while supersti- 
tion and witchcraft may be fading into the 
distant past, we can yet see the dark cloud 
of ignorance looming far above the horizon of 
our mental view, while knowledge presses 
hard to chase her in her flight. — 
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What about the therapeutic nihilist M. D. 
of to-day? He is turning his nihilistic mega- 
phone to your ear and shouting, ‘‘Medicine 
is no good,” denouncing his professional 
birthright and disclaiming the knowledge 
of drugs, that he spent his cold cash and many 
hard years of study, in order to obtain the 
degree so much coveted. Then he turns 
higienist or cultist and says, “Drink plenty 
of water; take plenty of fresh air, exercise 
and sunshine, and you will be alright.”” This 
is good advice and necessary to our well being, 
but not therapeutis or the administration of 
well chosen remedies to heal a sick body. 

Let us remember that M. D.’s are doctors 
of medicine, and as such, should not disown 
or disgrace the day we received this title. 
We’ve spent long hours, both day and night, 
and many years of studious toil, obtaining 
and maintaining this degree. We who have 
tried our hand at the healing art, have in 
many instances, not all, the indisputable 
facts of a restored body as evidence of our 
regard. However, 

“Heaven is not reached at a single bound, 

But we build the ladder by which we rise 

From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount its summit, round by round.” 

There is no gainsaying the fact, that the 
mainstay, the backbone of therapeutics is 
active, potent drugs, therapeutic nihilists to 
the contrary, not withstanding, and the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine, entitles one to 
practice medicine, surgery and to do all that 
can be done by osteo, chiro, naturo, layer-on- 
of-hands, cultist, et id genus omne, but the 
one thing, therapeutics that makes us M.D.’s 
we must not forget nor forsake, the sine qua 
non, the shibboleth of our profession and 
practice. 


The foregoing adjuncts to the treatment of | 


the sick, are part and parcel of therapeutics 
in its broadest sense, and if and when wisely 
and judiciously used, we are the bigger and 
better for it, while our patients are the happy 
recipients of our knowledge and efforts. But 
in our strenuous efforts to keep pace with all 
the new advancement of ultraviolet and other 
rays, cervical sympathetic resections and 
what not, let us not forsake nor forget that we 
are doctors of medicine. 

The difference between therapeutic nihilism 
and therapeutic optimism is the knowledge of 
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the therapeutic use of drugs, which make up 
our armamentarium in the treatment of the 
sick, for he who can stand by the bedside of 
the sick, and demonstrate pathological con- 
ditions existing within, surely hath knowledge 
and he who can likewise administer therapeu- 
tic remedies, and restore a sick body to health, 
hath power; power obtained through know- 
ledge of the remedial effects of drugs; know- 
ledge obtained through long hours of arduous 
toil of brain, and by continuous study, both 
day and night, for— 

“Heights by great men reached and kept, 

Were not obtained by sudden flight, 

But they, while their companions slept, 

Were toiling upward in the night.” 

Nor does the love of the practice of medicine 
dealing out medicinal doses or carrying a 
prescription pad to the bedside of the sick 
make a good physician or clinician, a good 
pathologist or therapeutist, we’ve a greater 
responsibility than this, we must know our 
drugs. When our sign is placed upon our 
door, our responsibility begins, it also becomes 
our opportunity . 

The history of the pre-christian era re- 
veals many apparently learned men, versed 
in science and in arts, but in the arts of 
healing a sick body, their eminence had not 
attained great heights compared with men of 
later day knowledge, in the science and art of 
healing a sick body, how could they? Know- 
ledge of the human body was limited, as was 
also the knowledge of the functions of the 
various organs in it. The circulation of the 
blood, by Wm. Harvey was not discovered 
until 1616 A. D. In fact for a thousand years 
preceding Harvey’s discovery, little progress 
in the medical art had been made, though 
history records many men of eminence, such as 
Hippocrates, styled the ‘“Father of Medicine”’ 
and Aesculapius the “God of Medicine.” 
We cannot leave Harvey’s discovery with only 
a passing notice, since he gave the medical 
auto of progress, a crank, that set it forward 
many, many years, which impetus lasted 
more than a hundred years probably before 
it was generally accepted; meanwhile the 
finger of ridicule was pointed at Harvey for 
making such outlandish claims. 

But his discovery was, and always will be, 
a basic fact, upon which rests all therapeutic 
and surgical skill. 


| 

J: 
di 
p! 
th 
fir 

| a 
ar 
pc 
cc 
Ww 
$0 
al 
Ww! 
ot 
Le 
br 
de 
m 
lor 
in 
nc 
de 
su 
gr 
pa 

a 
ar 
| tic 
As 
pa 
ar 
ad 
kn 
St 
to 
| of 
fic 
of 
hi 
lit 
Ge 
pr 
tr: 
tai 


January, 1929 


In 1722 A. D. there was born in Styria, at 
Gratz, a babe, who was destined to make a 
discovery that would also advance medical 
progress. He too wrought greatly and with 
the lever of gray matter manifested in his 
fingers, he tapped a normal chest and noted 
a normal sound; he tapped a diseased chest 
and noted a different sound. In this way 
working year after year he evolved an im- 
portant method of diagnosis, which we re- 
cognize as palpation. In all his efforts he 
worked quietly and unobtrusively, but what- 
soever unto he set his hands to do he did with 
all his might. He lived in a period, during 
which, medical men were systematizing, 
observing and meditating. I thus speak of 
Leopold Auenbrugger, a pupil of the cele- 
brated Dutchman, Boerhaave, he is also 
deserving of much commendation in medical 
science, but time forbids me so to do. 


In passing I must not refrain from favorable 
mention of one of who medical history speaks 
loud and long. An early and shining light 
in the Christian Era, a strenuous worker, 
not only as a practician of medicine, but a 
devout student, a voluminous writer upon 
subjects of medical therapy, logic, ethics and 
grammar. As an anatomist he combined 
patient skill and sober obesrvation. He was 
a practical dissector, though upon lower 
animals, which gave him accuracy of descrip- 
tion and clearness of exposition as a writer. 
As a practician, he was a close observer of his 
patient, and also of the physiological action 
and the therapeutic effect of the drugs he 
administered. I thus refer to Dr. Claudius 
Galenus, born 131 A. D. 


This influence of Galen, as he is generally 
known, must have been felt by the great Robert 
Stevenson, when he paid the following tribute 
to the physician, “There are men and classes 
of men, who stand above the common herd, 
soldier, sailor, artist, but the physician is the 
flower of our civilization, and when the stage 
of man is done, and only to be marveled at in 
history, he will be thought to have shared as 
little as any in the defects of the period and 
most nobly exhibited virtues of the race. 
Generosity he has, possible to those who 
practice an art; never to those who drive a 
trade; discretion tested by many secrets; 
tact tried in many embrassments, and last, 
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the courage of a Napoleon and the cheer- 
fulness of a Hercules.” 


I contend that there is just as much reason 
to believe in the efficacy of drugs, properly 
and discriminately administered, as in the 
administration of vaccine against smdllpox, 
toxin-antitoxin against diphtheria, or the knife 
in surgery. Indeed drugs have stood the 
test of time far longer than has the scalpel, 
toxin-antitoxin against diphtheria, or the knife 
toxin-antitoxin or vaccine, though they have 
passed the experimental stage and we would 
crown them all. 

No drugs should be used indiscriminately, 
but with judgment and skill born of personal 
knowledge of the study of drugs. Used thus 
we will find in them therapeutic virtues that 
are among the greatest boons vouchsafed to 
man. | 

I admit that drugging is not all that is 
needed in restoring a sick body to health. 
“To err is human; to forgive, divine,” is just 
as true to-day as when first uttered or written. 
Errors in right living, play a very large part 
in the cause of disease, and as such, unhappi- 
ness, sickness, disease and death, all to early, 
follow in their train. These facts are not new, 
but have been known since the memory of 
man. 

To live properly is not as easy as it would 
seem. Social and economic barriers stand 
between our efforts and our attainments and 
since we are violators of the laws of health 
and reap the results, sickness and disease, we 
must have something more than a return to 
practice health regulations and right living 
in order to regain the hope that burns eternal 


in the human heart, viz; Health, that price- 


less jewel! Happiness, that Utopian state of 
the Gods! Drug therapy, the panacea of 
human ills! 

Who of us has not sat or stood by the bed- 
side of one seriously ill, and watched the 
fight between life and death and administered 
drug remedies with known precision and ac- 
curacy of dose, seen the vital flame in the 
patient’s body grow from a flicker to a steadier 
and brighter light? No, Mr. Nihilist, they 
do not all come back, but if you have not 
seen that picture, or if you have not many 
times given relief to the distressed in body, 
by the use of well chosen and well known 
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drug remedies, I beg of you, go to your thera- 
peutic text books, your Jordan and wash in 
her “muddy waters.” | 


Therapeutics remained largely an art until 
Louis Pasteur, born in 1822, came with his 
discovery of the microbial origin of disease, 
thus casting light where shadows had darkened 
the paths of medical men. This is not all 
that was done to shed light upon the dark 
road of medical progress, for five years later in 
birth than Pasteur, came one Sir Joseph Lister, 
whose alert mind was quick to grasp the 
practical importance of Pasteur’s discovery, 
that fermentation and putrefaction are the 
results of the presence of germs and introduced 
antiseptics, thus the foregoing discoveries 
advanced the art and science of healing and of 
saving human lives. The practice of medicine 
is a most dignified and worthy calling, as well 


as the most beneficient of arts, because its 


sole purpose is the relief of human suffering, 
and the saving of human lives. 


The science of medicine embraces all other 
sciences, takes what it will from them; applies 
it to its own humanitarian needs; is both 
universal and sacrificial. There is no career 
so high in ideals, and few require such pre- 
liminary training as that of medicine. And 
well it is thus, for if the physician be of true 
faith, he must be an educated man, a keen 
observer, a clear thinker, distinct in expression 
and quick to perform. With these characteris- 
tics, he is somewhat prepared to fall in the line 
of march with this progressive science, for it 
cannot be insisted upon to strongly, that the 
science of medicine is progressive, looking 
forward both in principal and practice. No 
longer is Bacon’s statement applicable to 
medicine “‘that it is a science which hath 
been more professed than labored, and yet 
more labored than advanced.” 


The advances in medicine since that day 
have been the part of natural science and the 
last half century, has been called, ‘The 
Golden Age of Medicine,” because of the 
many medical discoveries and advances made 
therein. Indeed, the advance in medicine 
has been so rapid as to necessitate a re- 
writing every twenty years, says some one. 
But the idea of advancement in therapeutics 
is not all in the use of new remedies, for many 
of our old remedies, drugs that have been in 
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use many years, yea possibly centuries un- 
doubtedly have in them, a veritable thera- 
peutic gold mine, if only we would develop it 
by study and observation. 

As we follow the blazed trail of our illustri- 
ous predecessors, let us study our drugs and 
our patients, intensively, and individually, for 
the care of a patient, must be completely 
personal, though the treatment of disease, 
maybe entirely impersonal. 

With the keen eye of observation and an 
acute knowledge of the drugs we are admin- 


istering we will thus be ready to occupy our © 


place in life as Doctors of Medicine, thereby 
receiving our well earned reward, the grati- 
tude of our patients, the high esteem of 
humanity, and the final commendation from 
the Great Physician, who can at will heal the 
sick or calm the sea. For— 

“One ship drives East, another drives West, 

With the selfsame winds that blow; 

Tis the set of the sails. 

And not the gales 

Which tell us the way to go. 

Like the winds of the sea are the winds of 

fate, 

As we voyage along through life, 

’Tis the set of the soul 

That decides the goal, 

And not the calm or the strife.” 

Let us make our bark safe. I thank you. 


ExPLICcIT 


asked the sentry. 
“‘Ain’t got no pass.” 
“Countersign?”’ 


“Countersign! Don’t know nuthin’ ’bout 
no countersign.”’ 


“Well, you can’t leave camp without the 
countersign.” 


Rastus thought it over and his grievances 
mounted high within him. The time had 
come for action. With a swift motion he pro- 
duced a razor from his puttee and flourished it 
open under the sentry’s nose: “‘Lissen, Mistuh 
Sentry, Ah don’t want to staht no trouble, but 
—Ah got a mother in heaven, a father in hell, 
and a gal in this yeah town, and Ah’m shuah 
gwine to see one of dem tonight!”—Jowa 


Magazine. 
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GREETINGS AGAIN 


With this issue the Delaware State Medical 
Journal resumes its place in the list of medical 
journals owned and published by a state 
medical society, making the thirty-first 
such journal. This is not our first appearance 
on this stage: the debut was made in 1910, 
under the same name, and _ subsequently 
thirteen volumes were issued, till in 1923 
this, Journal was merged with the Pennsyl- 
vania Medical Journal and published under 
the name of Atlantic Medical Journal. Our 
contacts and relations with our brethern next 
door were mutually pleasant and profitable 
and were severed with mutual regrets, solely 
because it had became patent that our elst_ 
while joint aspirations were seemingly un 
attainable. Consequently, the divorce was 


granted without contest and without alimony 
or acrimony. 

Thus, in this year of grace, 1929, the 
Medical Society of Delaware, with its hoary 
and honorable history dating back to its 
special Act of Incorporation in 1789, is 
perforce offering to its constituents and 
friends once more Volume I, Number 1. 
We naturally hope for success and long life‘ 
both scientific and economic. We are not 
unmindful of the efforts that are required to 
attain this and especially in a small state such 
as ours, with a mere handful of physicians 
and a few good, but not teaching or research 
hospitals to uphold the honor of the family 
professionally. But fortunately, quantity 
is not synonymous with quality, and it is 
just within the realm of possibility that this 
little Journal may come to occupy a creditable 
position in its class. If brains and purse hold 
out that long, we shall, for the once at least, 
feel that our temerity was not altogether 
misguided. 


CANCER SURVEY 


With a population of only a quarter of a 
million, any medical survey of this state 
could be made complete and accurate. This 
being true, it shall be our endeavor within 
the current year to wake an exhaustive 
survey of cancer, with the expectation that 
Delaware will be the first state in which such 
a survey will have been completed. The 
survey will be made by the Delaware Section 
of the American Society for the Control of 
Cancer, which came into being as a result of 
the appointment of the Cancer Committee of 
the State Society, in September, 1928. Funds 
are already in hand for most of the expense 
incidental to such a survey, and the Delaware 
Section feels that finances will not be the 
handicap here that it is in so many other 
places. This does not mean that a fairy has 
been found: it simply means that many persons 
have been found already who have more than 
a cursory interest in the cancer question, and 
there must be many others not yet informed 
of the local needs and aims. 

The main thing for the present is to catch 
and hold the interest of every physician in 
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the state, for the medical men must of necessity 
constitute the sine qua non of such a survey. 
We take this occasion to inform our physicians 
that this survey is soon to be commenced, 
and when it gets under way we shall ask and 
expect every physician in the state to co- 
operate as fully as may be requested of him. 
Surely, there can be no greater humanitarian 
effort possible. 


CIRCULAR TO PROFESSION 


(1) In view of the marked increase of 
disease of grippal or influenzal type, it has 
been thought advisable to intimate that 
the Board of Health is disposed to waive the 
reporting of the individual case of disease 
of that nature, provided that a weekly report 
of the number of cases under observation is 
sent to the County Unit on Saturday of each 
week. This may be done since it is thought 
‘that this procedure will adequately safeguard 
the public, while at the same time it lightens 
the duties of the members of the profession, 
on whose time excessive demands are already 
being made. 


(2) In the event of a change of type in the 
disease, unusual mortality beyond that which 
is generally observed, or the occurrence of 
unusual sequelae or complication, immediate 
reporting to the Board of Health or the 
County Unit is requested. 


(3) The County Unit staffs will hold them- 
selves in readiness to assist in every possible 
way, should any emergency arise. Your 
action in notifying them of the need in any 
particular locality will be greatly appreciated. 


(4) The State Board of Health is endeavor- 
ing to arrange for procuring information of 
nurses who might be available, should their 
services be requested in outhying com- 
munities. 


By order of 
The State Board of Health 


Dover, Delaware 
January 4, 1929 


A MISNOMER 


Recently the public press and various 
scientific publications have devoted more or 
less space to the Nobel Prize Award for 
“Synthetic Cod Liver Oil.” 

The 1928 Nobel Prize for Chemistry has 
been awarded to Dr. Adolf Windaus of 
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Goettingen, Germany, for his work on ir- 
radiated ergosterol. 


This substance has been erroneously called 
“Synthetic Cod Liver Oil.” This term is 
misleading, as irradiated ergosterol does not 
contain the same fat as cod liver oil nor 
does it contain any vitamin A. It has a 
high antirachitic value but this is about the 
only respect in which it is similar to cod 
liver oil. 

While the prize was awarded to Dr. 
Windaus, the work along these lines began 
when Dr. E. V. McCollum and his associates 
at the Johns Hopkins University found that a 
substance known as vitamin D has the power 
of preventing rickets. 


The next steps were taken coincidently by 
Prof. Harry Steenbock, University of Wis- 
consin, and Dr. Alfred E. Hess of Columbia 
University, both of whom irradiated various 
food materials with ultraviolet light. 


Then in 1926 Dr. George Barger and his 
associates in England announced that irradia- 
tion activates ergosterol. 


It was Dr. Windaus, however, who proved 
definitely that it is the ergosterol and not the 
cholesterol which is activated by exposure to 
ultraviolet light. 


Since priority honors and patent rights are 
involved in the situation, a scientific contro- 
versy may arise from this Nobel Prize award. 


Doctor Brown sent a bill for ten dollars to 
the terrible-tempered Mr. Bangs. The bill 
read—‘‘To Services—$10.00.”’ 


Bangs in a fury of temper rushed to the 
doctor’s office, and shouted, “You’re a 
robber! Think of it, five dollars a visit! 
It isn’t worth it.’ 


Doc Brown rewrote the bill and sent it— 
“To—getting out of bed at 2:00 A. M.; 
answering phone; disturbing wife; dressing; 
going to garage; cranking ‘tin Lizzie’; two 
mile drive in cold; saving baby’s life; return 
to garage; waking wife; undressing; getting 
back into bed—$10.00.” 


The next morning Bangs appeared at 
Brown’s front door with the $10.00 humble 
with 


~~ 
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES 


Henlopen Hotel, Rehoboth, Del., Tuesday Sept. 
11, 1928. 10:30 A. M. 


The President, Dr. W. T. Jones, called the 
meeting to order, and the Secretary, Dr. W. 
O. LaMotte, called the roll. 


Those present were: Drs. W. T. Jones, 
James Beebe, Joseph Martin, Willard Springer 
Joseph Bastian, W. E. Bird, O. V. James, 
H. L. Springer, Louis Parsons, E. F. Smith, 
Ira Burns, O. S. Allen, B. M. Allen, E. R. 
Mayerberg, Wm. Marshall, Jr., P. W. Tomlin- 
son, George McElfatrick, R. C. Beebe, I. J. 
MacCollum, Joseph Bringhurst, L. S. Con- 
well, C. A. Sargent, and W. O. LaMotte. 

There being no quorum of delegates the 
meeting was postponed until after the 
Scientific session at 5 P. M. There still not 
being a quorum the meeting resolved itself 
into a Committee of a Whole, and proceeded 


to transact business. On motion, the reading ~ 


of the minutes of the last session was dispensed 
with. 

The President appointed the following 
Nominating Committee: Dr.M.A. Tarumianz, 
Dr. Joseph Bringhurst, and Dr. U. W. 
Hocker. 

Report OF PresiDENT. Gentlemen: My 
activities have not been extensive, nor far 
reaching. We have visited both Kent and 
Sussex County societies and early in the year 
asked for the date of meeting of New Castle 
Society, but so far we have not learned the 
date, consequently have not visited that 
Society. On July 10th the grim reaper, 
death, took from our midst that most beloved, 
willing and tireless worker, Dr. Henry W. 
Briggs, a member of Delaware State Medical 
Examining Board, thus creating a vacancy 
therein, which was filled by the President of 
your Society appointing Dr. Taleasin H. 
Davies to fill the unexpired term. 

Report oF Secretary. Mr. President 


and members of the House of Delegates: This 
year we have 152 members in good standing, 
one more than this time last year. Among 
the many other duties the Secretary of the 
Society is called upon to answer questions 
coming from various sources, among which 
are the following: 
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Does your Society undertake any activities 
to inform the public concerning matters of 
health and preventive medicine? 

Do your members or other speakers selected 
by your Society give health talks or addresses 
before lay audiences? 

Does your Society supply the newspapers 
of your community with health or medical 
items? If so, approximately what percentage 
of such items are printed? 

Do the luncheon clubs, women’s organiza- 
tions, parent-teachers’ associations, fraternal 
societies, etc., seek such health talks? 

Has your Society since 1924 conducted any 
health campaigns or engaged in any effort 
to promote infant welfare, the control of 
cancer, and mental hygiene and to prevent 
tuberculosis and venereal diseases? 


Has there been any change in attitude of 
the public toward the medical profession 
during the last five years? If so, in what way 
and to what is this change attributed? 


Has any step been taken by your society 
to promote universal periodic health examina- 
tions? Just what measures have been taken 
to promote such examinations? 


Is periodic examination being utilized to 
impress the family doctor with his respon- 
sibility as a health advisor? 

Does your society engage in any health 
activities not mentioned above? Describe 
these activities. 


It is humiliating to have to answer a list 
of such questions in the negative. The 
Secretary of this Society on a number of 
occasions has urged that the Society of each 
County take part in some such activities. 
To his knowledge such appeals have never 
resulted in anything during his eleven years 
experience as Secretary. 


There is a matter that probably interests, 
or should interest every practicing physician 
in this country. The American Medical 
Association has worked so hard to try to 
obtain justice for us that I am going into the 
subject in more or less detail. The following 
quotation is from the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, December 17, 1927, and 
references will be found at the end of this 
report: 
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AN APPEAL FOR RELIEF FROM FEDERAL TAX 
LEGISLATION DISCRIMINATING AGAINST 
THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 


“The Committee on Ways and Means of 
the House of Representatives turned a deaf 
ear to the Medical profession’s appeal! for 
relief from discrimination with respect to the 
deduction of traveling expenses. Chemists 2 
ministers 3 and others 4 may, in computing their 
federal income taxes, deduct such expeness, 
but a physicians cannot. The swiftness with 
which action by the House followed the report 
of the Committee made an appeal to the 
entire membership of the House impracticable. 
There is yet time, however, for an appeal to 
the Senate. 

“The medical profession is not asking for 
a new exemption. It requests only that 
Congress revise the wording of the revenue 
act so as to make it clear that the medical 
profession has the same right to make de- 
duction that is granted to other professions. 
As neither the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue nor the Board of Tax Appeals has 
ever given the slightest indication as to the 
language of the act on which they rely in 
justifying the discrimination now practiced, 
the phraseology necessary to insure relief 
is difficult to suggest. But if Congress wishes 
to discontinue the discrimination, the Com- 
missioner and the Board can readily suggest 
the correct diction to accomplish that end.” 

A physician attends medical meetings to 
maintain and increase his efficiency. The 
denial of the right to deduct as an expense of 
medical practice the cost of the travel neces- 
sary to attend such meetings is the imposition 
of a tax on such attendance. It is a tax on 
professional efficiency and a hindrance which 
must react to the detriment of the patient 
and of the public. Since such a tax increases 
the cost of practicing—that is, increases the 
physician’s operating expenses—it tends to 
increase the price that sick and injured persons 
must pay for the medical services necessary 
for relief and cure. 


1. Hearings before Committee on Ways and Means, House of 
Representatives, Interim, 69th-70th Congress, Revenue Revision, 
1927-1928, Pp 333-339, 

2. Appeal of Alexander Silverman, 6 B. T. A. 1328. 


peal of Marion D. Shutter, 2 B. T. A., 23. 


3. A 

4. ed sco by Solicitor of Internal Revenue; see Com- 
mittee Hearings, cited above, pp 337-338. Bulletin of Chamber 
. ce of United States, General No. 806 Dec. 31, 1926, 


‘5. Internal Revenue Bulletin, June 26, 1922, P. 7; cumulative 
Bulletin I 1. January—June, 1922 P. 123. Appeal of Everett 
S. Lain, 3 B. T. A. 1157. : 
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The Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
by his interpretation of the Revenue Act 
of 1926 and of every revenue act since that 
of 1918,6 has exacted of the physicians of the 
country probably as much as one hundred 
thousand dollars a year. That Congress ever 
intended by these several acts to handicap 
medical efficiency and to increase the cost to 
the patient of sickness and injury to such an 
extent is difficult to believe. That it had no 
such intention is clearly to be inferred from 
the fact that it placed no such burden on 
chemists and ministers, a fact admitted by 
the Board of Tax Appleals?7 and conceded 
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 8. 
It is inconceivable that Congress should 
select the Medical profession and the sick 
and injured as the sole bearers of such a 
burden. Now that the situation has been 
pointed out, it remains for Congress to revise 
the wording of the act so as to make its in- 
tention clear. If the language of the revenue 
bill now pending is not revised in the course 
of its passage, Congress will be in the position 
of driving the physician of the country into 
the courts to find out whether Congress in- 
tended to impose on them the peculiar tax 
burden that the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue and the Board of Tax Appeals seem 
to think it intended to impose. If the courts 
should hold that the new law does justify this 
tax burden, Congress will have assumed full 
responsibility for imposing on one hundred 
and fifty thousand physicians a discriminating 
tax, a discrimination that these physicians 
do not understand and must resent. Physicians 
should write or telegraph immediately to their 
Senators, urging remedial legislation. 


January 6th I wrote Senator Thomas F. 
Bayard urging his support of the Robinson 
amendment providing for deductibility of 
traveling expenses. I wrote him again April 
21st and received the following telegram from 
the A. M. A.: 


“Senate Finance Committee by five to 


6. Under the Revenue Act of 1918 the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue held that a physician could deduct traveling expenses 
incurred in em medical meetings; see Income Tax Primer 
revised March 1, 1919) Prepared by the Bureau of Internal Reve- 
nue for the Information and assistance of Taxpayers P. 15. It 
was not until after the deduction of traveling expenses had been 
specifically authorized by the Revenue Act of 1921 that the Com- 
missioner denied the right of physicians to deduct traveling expenses 
incurred in attending medical meetings. 

7. Appeal of Alexander Silverman, 6 B. T. A., 1328. Appeal 
of Marion D. Shutter, 2 B. T. A., 23. 

8. Internal Revenue Bulletin, Sept. 12, 1927. p. 1 Internal 
evenue Bulletin, Aug. 17, 1925, p. 1. 
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five vote for rejection Robinson Amendment 
providing for deductibility of traveling ex- 
penses. Imperative you wire Senator Thomas 
F. Bayard immediately strongly urging his 
vote of reconsideration and favorable action 
on amendment.” 

This I did. Senator Bayard acknowledged 
each communication. May 2nd I received 
this telegram from A. M. A.: 

‘Senate Committee reported against travel- 
ing expense deduction, but recommended in- 
crease in Harrison Narcotic Tax to three dol- 
lars. Senate will consider bill immediately.” 

I sent Senator Bayard the following 
telegram: 

“Physicians of Delaware protest most 
vigorously against what they consider most 
unjust class legislation in not passing Robin- 
son Act and against adding insult to injury 
in attempting to graft a special tax on them.” 


To this Senator Bayard replied: 


“YT have your telegram of yesterday, telling 
me that the Delaware State Medical Society 
protest against the failure of the Senate 
Finance Committee to include the proposed 
amendment of Senator Robinson, and am 
writing to tell you that Senator Robinson did 
not appear before the Finance and press the 
adoption of his amendment. The result was 
that no particular advocacy being made re- 
garding the amendment it does not appear to 
have been adopted in the Senate Finance 
Committee. Perhaps, Senator Robinson in- 
tends to press his amendment on the floor. 
In this event, the Senate as a whole will take 
due notice of it and determine what action 
should be accomplished.” 


Then I wrote this letter to Dr. Wm. C. 
Woodward, Executive Secretary, Bureau of 
Legal Medicine and Legislation, Chicago, IIL: 

“T am enclosing you herewith, a copy of a 
letter I received from U. S. Senator Thomas 
Fk. Bayard. What was the matter with 
Senator Robinson? I hope somebody watches 
him and sees that he presses his amendment 
on the floor.” 


To which Dr. Woodward replied: 


“T thank you for your letter of May 14, 
enclosing a copy of a letter received by you 
from Senator Bayard, relative to the Robinson 
amendment. Senator Bayard’s letter does 
Senator Robinson an injustice. 
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“While it may be truly said that Senator 
Robinson did not submit any lengthy argu- 
ment before the Senate Committee on Finance 
in support of his amendment, Senator Robin- 
son did sit around in the committee room for 
about two hours, with me, awaiting a hearing. 
Senator Smoot, the chairman, spoke sarcas- 
tically of Senator Robinson’s amendment, 
saying that the matter had been up in “every 
revenue bill we have had under consideration.” 
Senator Robinson retorted that the revenue 
bills as adopted had been wrong because they 
had not taken care of the matter. He in- 
troduced me, and I argued at length in support 
of the Robinson amendment, with a per- 
sistently antagonistic attitude on the part 
of the chairman. When I closed, Senator 
Robinson had the Committee introduce into 
its records an argument that I had prepared 
in support of the amendment. Senator 
Robinson’s remarks and my argument and 
brief cover eighteen pages of the hearings 
before the Committee on Finance, pages 
134-152. 

“Senator Robinson has announced his 
intention of calling the matter up on the 
floor, but his chances of having it adopted 
there are not very good. We have just had 


“word of our success in defeating the recom- 


mendation of the Senator Committee on 
Finance for an increase in the Harrison 
Narcotic Tax, and it is almost too much to 
hope that we shall be able to defeat the Com- 
mittee in another of its recommendations.” 

May 18th, I received this telegram: 

“Narcotic Tax increase definitely defeated 
in Senate. Amendment permitting deduction 
of traveling expenses has been adopted in 
Senate by overwhelming vote and now goes 
to House foz-action.” 

I wrote to the American Medical Associa- 
tion asking whether they could send me the 
votes of the Finance Committee and also 
the Senate vote. To this Dr. Woodward 
replied, in part: 

“I do not know the vote in the Senate 
Committee on Finance when the Committee 
agreed to recommend an increase in the ‘tax 
under the Harrison Narcotic Act. Neither 
do I ®now the vote in the Committee when 
it agreed to reject the Robinson amendment 
authorizing~ physicians to deduct traveling 
expenses incurred in attending professional 
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meetings in computing their federal income 
taxes. I do know, however, that Senator 
Bayard was one of the thirteen Senators who 
voted against the adoption of the Robinson 
amendment. 

“Tt is too bad that after winning such a 
handsome victory in the Senate, we were 
defeated in the conference. The general 
feeling seems to be that the fact that Senator 
Smoot, the Chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Finance, was chairman of the Senate con- 
ferees was a strong contributing factor to our 
defeat. He was antagonistic at the time of 
the committee hearing and did all he could 
to defeat the Robinson amendment on the 
floor of the Senate. While he explained to the 
Senate, in response to questioning by Senator 
Copeland, that he insisted as much as he 
could on the adoption of the Robinson amend- 
ment by the conferees on behalf of the House 
of Representatives, just how strenuously he 
insisted, no one but the conferees themselves 
know. I believe, too, that a strong contribut- 
ing factor toward our defeat was the fact that 
certain legai advisors to the Congressional 
committees who served essentially in the 
capacity of liaison officers between the Trea- 
sury Department and Congress, had easy 
access to the Committees and to individual 
senators and representatives, and were able 
to deal out to them information that hurt 
our cause, which we could easily have shown 
was mistaken if we had had the opportunity.” 

Thus, gentlemen, is the standing and in- 
fluence of one hundred and fifty thousand 
physicians in our country with our legislative 
bodies. 

Respectfully submitted, 


W. O. 


Secretary 
Report adopted as read. 
REporRT OF TREASURER 1927-28. 
Receipts 

10-8-27 Balance in hand...................... $ 521.08 
10-20 New Castle Co. Soc............... 5.00 
10-29 Rental exhibition spaces........ 7.45 
10-31 New Castle Co. Soc............... 2.50 
11-11 New Castle Co. Soc............... 2.50 
1-10-28 Dover Bank dividend............ 35.00 
3-5 New Castle Co. Soc............... 350.00 
4.2 New Castle Co. Soc............... 60.00 
130.00 


4-16 Kent Co. Sec..... 
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4-17 Sussex Co. Sec. 100.00 
5-17. New Castle Co. Soc............... 50.00 
6-12 New Castle Co. Soc........00..... 10.00 
7-11. Dover Bank dividend............ 35.00 
8-28 |New Castle Co. Soc............... 15.00 
$1323.53 
Expenditures 

1927 
10-20 Society luncheon.................... $ 223.42 
10-25 Stenographic work................ 30.00 
11-4 New minute book.................. 6.00 
11-11 Stenographic expenses............ 5.00 
9.00 


5-29-28 Funeral flowers, Dr. Downes 11.00 
8-28 Badges for annual meeting... 14.40 
8-28 Journal Penna. Medical Soc. 272.00 
8-28 Expenses of Secy................... 19.00 


9-8 Defense Fund, 136 members 136.00 
$725.82 
$1323.53 
725.82 


Balance in hand 9-8-28........ $ 597.71 
Bank balance 9-6-28............ $1005.71 
Checks not returned 
No. 235........ $272.00 


136.00 408.00 


$597.71 
The Defense Fund in the Wilmington Sav- 
ings Fund Society is $1781.76, including 
interest for the past year of $58.97. 


SAMUEL C. Rumrorp, 
Treasurer. 


Audited and approved by 
Auditing Committee 


I. J. MacCotium 
BEEBE 
E. R. MAYERBERG. 


Report OF SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE. Your 
Committee on Scientific Work has endeavored 
to make the program of the meeting interest- 
ing to each member of the Society. We have 
tried to include in this program subjects which 
will be interesting to most of the members. 
The period of time being so short, unfortun- 
ately we could not have more than eleven 
papers. Out of these, six papers will be read 
by local members, and five by outsiders. Your 
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Committee feels very grateful to those promi- 
nent outside and local medical men who have 
graciously accepted the invitation to read 
papers. I am sure the Society will appreciate 
their efforts. 


The Sussex County Medical Society has 
been very kind to make all the arrangements 
of the entertainment part of the program, 
striving to make the same pleasing, not only 
to the members but to their wives and guests. 
We hope that this meeting will be as successful 
as the meeting of last year. 


In this connection may we state that at the 
meeting of last year the Society agreed with 
the suggestion of the Committee on Scientific 
Work that the meeting should last three days 
instead of two, taking one day for the business 
meeting and two days for scientific work. 
At that time we also suggested that the logical 
place for the Society’s meetings would be at 
the Delaware State Hospital. We again re- 
commend to consider this proposal favorably. 


At the last year’s meeting the Society passed 
a resolution authorizing the Committee on 
Scientific Work to purchase medical books for 
the sum of one hundred dollars, and open a 
section in the medical library of the Delaware 
State Hospital under the name of the section 
of the Medical Society of Delaware. These 
books will be ordered and the bill presented 
to the Society during the month of September, 
and your Committee requests the Society to 
authorize the treasurer to pay this bill during 
the month of September. In this connection 
your Committee recommends the members 
to utilize the only medical library in Delaware. 
You will find in this library not only medical 
books of all specialties, but also journals and 
periodicals of many specialties. 

Your Committee suggests to have better 
co-operation between the County Medical 
Societies. This can be accomplished by closer 
contact. We suggest that the president, the 
secretary, and the other officers of the Society, 
should endeavor to visit meetings of the dif- 
ferent County Medical Societies at short 
intervals. 


Your Committee recommends to eliminate 
cliques and personal differences from the 
Society’s policies. We should remember 
that this is a purely scientific organization 
after all. We should encourage the members 
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to do some scientific and research work in 
addition to their regular routine work, thus 
keeping pace with other similar organizations. 


At the suggestion of Dr. Joseph Colt Blood- 
good of Baltimore, the chairman of the 
Committee on Scientific Work has taken parti- 
cular interest in the work of the American 
Society for the Control of Cancer. Your 
Committee believes that the medical pro- 
fession of our state should take as much 
interest in this vital question as has been 
manifested in other states. The people of 
this state should receive information and 
messages in regard to cancer, largely through 
the representatives of the medical profession, 
who should form the nucleus of the section 
of the American Society for the Control of 
Cancer in this state. It is up to the medical 
profession to work out this particular organi- 
zation so as to prevent this most dreaded dis- 
ease. Your Committee recommends that the 
Society should elect nine members, five from 
New Castle County, and two from each Kent 
and Sussex Counties, who will form the 
medical unit which will be the nucleus of the 
State Society for the Control of Cancer. This 
will constitute a section of the national 
organization. This particular unit is to 
organize a branch of the Society for the 
Control of Cancer, the members of which will 
be prominent professional and business men 
and women. I have made arrangements with 
civic clubs of Wilmington to have a mass 
meeting on Thursday, October 4, at the Hotel 
duPont, at noon, under the auspices of the 
Rotary Club of Wilmington, where Dr. 
Bloodgood, who is one of the most eminent 
men in the cancer work, will open the campaign 
with an address. Being the chairman of the 
October meeting I hope to be able to turn 
over the meeting to the proposed nine mem- 
bers of the Society. We also recommend that 
these men should be mostly general surgeons 
and men who are interested in cancer work. 

M. A. TARUMIANZ, Chairman 
J. ROSCOE ELLIOTT 
JOHN W. JAMES. 


REporT OF COMMITTEE ON PuBLic Po.icy 
AND LEGISLATION: 

Dr. Bastian: I am on that Committee. 

Dr. McDaniel is Chairman. Nothing 

has been done of particular interest. Supposed 
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to have something up when the Legislature 
comes on in its next session. 


There being no member of Necrology Com- 
mittee present no report was made. It was 
moved and carried that the Committee on 
Necrology be asked to draw up resolutions on 
the members who have died during the past 
year. 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE: 


“Your Committee reports that during the 
past year, in common with the preceding years, 
they have published in the Atlantic Medical 
Journal all of the transactions of this Society 
in annual session, together with articles 
presented before some of the county societies. 
We have also published numerous editorials 
and book reviews. We feel that the quality 
of the Delaware department in that Journal 
has not suffered during the year, and we here- 
withextend our thanks to all those who have 
assisted in our efforts. 


“Due to the fact that the Delaware section 
in the Atlantic Medical Journal was not nearly 
self-sustaining financially, as can be gleaned 
from correspondence with the Pennsylvania 
Committee, the joint Publication Committee 
mutually agreed to sever connections, effective 
October 1, 1928. The Atlantic Medical 
Journal, therefore, goes out of existence with 
the September number. Pennsylvania will 
resume the publication of the Pennsylvania 
Medical Journal, and Delaware should de- 
cide now what shall be their policy. 


“Two courses are open to us—publish 
nothing, and thus appear before the country 
as making a definite step backwards; or 
resume the publication of the Delaware State 
Medical Journal as a small quarterly, which 
was the policy we pursued before we entered 
into the Atlantic proposition. Your Com- 
mittee recommends the latter course, namely, 
the renewed publication of the Delaware 
State Medical Journal. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. Epwin Birp, M. D., Chairman 
W. Oscar LaMorrte, M. D. 


Dr. Marshall: Might I ask Dr. Bird how 
much difference between what our share came 
to and what we paid? 
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Dr. Bird: It cost $13.67 to publish one page. 
Taking 150 members at $2.00 gives us $300. 
a year, making us about 21 pages, or less than 
2 pages a month. We have an alternative of 
publishing our own little magazine quarterly, 
which would amount to about the same, or 
just publish it once a year. 

Report accepted as read. Moved: that the 
Society renew the publication of the Delaware 
State Medical Journal. Carried. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 


ProsB_LeMs IN Epucation. Dr. Davis: We 
have had no meeting this year. I believe 
in this State there were 27,000 children im- 
munized against diphtheria. So far as our 
record shows, only two of these have developed 
diphtheria, neither very serious. It seems 
to be working out very well. I think at this 
time we ought to bring up the question we 
had last time, whether or not some members 
of the society want to present to the Com- 
mittee some articles for publication. Dr. 
LaMotte brought this up in his report, and he 
also brought it up last year, that is, that 
physicians should write articles suitable for 
lay reading on such subjects as would be of 
interest and benefit. 


The President: The report of the delegate 
to the A. M. A. 

Dr. B. M. Allen: I have notes of five things 
that were discussed at the meeting and they 
are: 

Two years ago, the A. M. A. appointed a 
committee regarding the distribution of 
liquor in Washington. The Committee re- 
ported no headway. 

Another thing was the discussion of a home 
for indigent physicians. Through the secre- 
taries of the various associations it was 
ascertained that there were only about 30 
indigent physicians in America. And these 
through their own carelessness or misde- 
meanors. 

Another thing was a communication from 
the National Grange as to the fact that there 
were not enought doctors in the country. 
Suggestions were made and discussions had. 

Another thing was the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the A. M. A. and the president was Mrs. 
McReynolds from Texas and she gave us an 
interesting talk, giving the different activities 
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of the auxiliary, which the ordinary doctors 
association will not take hold of, such as 
getting into club movements, etc. She gave 
one instance which showed what the auxiliary 
can do, and that was—she belonged to a club 
in her own city. The President asked her to 
go to a luncheon; that Dr. Cox was giving a 
talk, and she said she would. She investigated 
about him, found out he was one of the chiro- 
practors and was going to give an illustrated 
talk before this club. She got busy with the 
other members, headed him off, got the com- 
mittee that invited him to get another doctor 
engaged and instead of Doctor Cox, the 
chiropractor, the auxiliary was able to get a 
prominent medical doctor. That is one 
illustration. 

Along that line, I don’t think there is a 
women’s auxiliary in Delaware at the present 
time. If there is, I withdraw my motion, 
but if not, I make the motion Mr. President 
to appoint a committee of three doctors to 
talk this over and pick out suitable doctors’ 
wives to form a women’s auxiliary in Delaware. 


The President of the A, M. A. Auxiliary 
impressed me as to the good work they have 
carried along. I think the president of the 
National Auxiliary worked very closely in 
connection with Dr. West, the secretary of 


the A. M.A. 

There was no unfinished business. 

In new business, no resolutions. 

The secretary read a communication from 
Dr. Mayerberg, which was as follows: 


September 7, 1928 


Dr. W. O. LaMotte, 
Medical Arts Building, 
Wilmington, Del. 
Dear Dr. LaMotte: 


I wish you would bring the following subject 
up before the delegates at the coming con- 
vention and get a ruling on it. 

For some little time there has been a man 
going around to various doctors and pro- 
fessional men soliciting biographies and pic- 
tures for a new history that is being gotten up 
in this state. 

I question the ethics of this procedure. 
To my mind it has resolved itself into an 
advertising scheme and I do not believe that 
it is just the right thing. I am holding this 
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man off until I feel that the State Medical 
Society approves. Personally, I do not, but 
if the rest of the men do, I suppose I shall be 
forced to do so. 


I would appreciate it if you will give this 
your personal attention. 


Yours very truly, 


E. R. MAYERBERG. 


Dr. McCollum: I believe that is in reference 
to fhe History of Delaware, is it not, with 
reference to Mr. Ridgely? I saw Mr. Ridgely 
had refused to publish a History of Delaware, 
and I think the thing must have been dropped. 

Dr. Mayerberg: I would like to say the 
representative was in my office this morning. 
Now, I heard the reason Mr. Ridgely had 
dropped it was because of this feature. I 
think it should be approved before any go 
into it. 

It may be all right. I understand there will 
be four volumes in that history, three of the 
early history and the last to the so-called 
prominent men of the State and their write 
ups and their picture. To me, I think it 
would be just as well in the telephone directory 


Dr. Conwell: Called the Whos Who in 
Delaware. 


The Secretary: I understand it is a complete 
history. I thought maybe others might, but 
I wouldn’t pay $175 to put mine in, if they 
all put them in. I don’t care to have mine 
published. 

Dr. Marshall: From what I know about it, 
the idea originated with the Professor of 
History in the University of Delaware 
several years ago. I know he borrowed from 
our library several whole histories, etc., and 
is around digging them up now and I think 
this is just incidental, getting brief outlines of 
the prominent people around the State and I 
think it really does cost’ them pretty near as 
much as the charge for inserting the picture. 
I don’t think there is anything unethical 
about it. 


Dr. Bird: The first three volumes are to be 
history. When it comes to a volume of pre- 
sent day men, large, small, or medium, it isn’t 
for us to say. Otherwise, it savors of com- 
mercialism to me. Somebody came in my 
office sometime ago, and I asked about it. 
They explained soniéwhat (I think it was a 
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woman by the way) and I told them I didn’t 
approve of that. Ethically, it may get by, 
but I don’t think it looks good. 

Dr. Mayerberg: Mr. Chairman, if a man 
has anything that deserves to be put in 
history, I don’t know that every day ordinary 
practitioners deserve any particular honor 
down through the ages. As a rule a man 
doesn’t go down in history until after he has 
gone, anyhow. Of course, there are excep- 
tions. I feel as Dr. Bird says. 

Dr. Conwell: I guess any man has a right 
to write an autobiography. 


Report or NomINATING CoMMITTEE. The 
following were elected to office: 


President: Wm. O. LaMotte, Wilmington. 

First Vice President: C. J. Prickett, Smyrna. 

Second Vice President: K. J. Hocker, Mill- 
ville. 

Secretary: James E. Brayshaw, Wilmington. 

Treasurer: Samuel C. Rumford, Wilmington 

Councillor: Geo. C. McElfatrick, Wilming- 
ton. 

Delegate to A. M. A.: Geo. W. K. Forrest, 
Wilmington. 

Alternate to A. M. A.: Wm. Wertenbaker, 
Wilmington. 

Delegate to Maryland Society: O. V. 
James, Milford. 

Delegate to Penna. Society: Ira C. Burns, 
Wilmington. 

Delegate to New Jersey Society: Richard 
Beebe, Lewes. 

Delegate to New York Society: Harold L. 
Springer, Wilmington. 

Delegates to State Pharmaceutical Society: 
Wm. F. Haines, Seaford, Charles G. Harmon- 
son, Smyrna; J. R. Downes, Newark. 

Committee on Scientific Work: M. A. 
Tarumianz, Farnhurst; John W. James, 
Dover, and Roscoe Elliott, Laurel. 


Committee on Public Policy and Legisla- 
tion: Jos. McDaniel, Dover; J. W. Bastain, 
Wilmington, and James Beebe, Lewes. 


Committee on Medical Education: H. L. 
Springer, Wilmington; G. F. Jones, George- 
town, and William Marshall, Milford. 


Committee on Cancer: James Beebe, Lewes; 
George F. Jones, Georgetown; Henry V. P. 
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Wilson, Dover; W. J. Marshall, Milford; 


-H. L. Springer, Wilmington; W. E. Bird, 


Wilmington; W. O. LaMotte, Wilmington. 
Geo. McElfatrick, Wilmington; one M. A. 
Tarumianz, Farnhurst. 

Committee on Health Problems in Educa- 
tion: A. T. Davis, Dover; T. H. Davies, Wil- 
mington; J. A. Ellegood, Wilmington; F. F. 
Armstrong, Wilmington; and William P. Orr, 
Lewes. 


Committee on Necrology: E. M. Vaughan, 
Middletown; L. S. Conwell, Camden; and U. 
W. Hocker, Lewes. 


Committee on Publication: W. E. Bird, 
Wilmington; M. A. Tarumianz, Farnhurst; 


and W. O. LaMotte, Wilmington. 


Hospital Committee: Joseph McDaniel, 
Dover; E. R. Mayerberg, Wilmington and 
Richard Beebe, Lewes. 


Names to be submitted to the Governor 
for his selection of two as members of the 
Medical Examining Board: Joseph McDaniel, 
Dover; G. Frank Jones, Georgetown; T. H. 
Davies, Wilmington; Wm. Wertenbaker, 
Wilmington; H. L. Springer, Wilmington; 
Wm. J. Marshall, Milford; L. A. Bishop, 
Dover; Dorsey Lewis, Middletown; Olin S. 
Allen, Wilmington; and Charles White, Wil- 
mington. 


At this point it was again discussed as to 
the meeting place and the number of days in 
session, being finally decided to hold the 
three day meeting at the State Hospital, the 
three days session instead of two in order 
to eliminate such long sessions. This, how- 
ever, was not to be the case when meetings 
were to be held in Kent and Sussex Counties. 


Dr. Davis: Mr. President, I move the 
Treasurer be authorized to pay the necessary 
expenses of this meeting, and to pay $100 to 
the committee on the scientific program for 
the purchase of books for the library. 


Upon motion, carried, it was unanimously 
adopted. 


Upon motion, carried, the scientific program 
was approved. 


Upon motion, the meeting then adjourned. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


DELAWARE STATE BOARD OF 
HEALTH—1929 


W. P. Orr, M. D., President, Lewes; Mrs. 
Charles Warner, Vice-President, Wilmington; 
Robert Ellegood, M. D., State Road; Willard 
R. Pierce, M. D., Milford; Mrs. Donald S. 
Ashbrook, Wilmington; Margaret Handy, M. 
D., Wilmington, and Arthur C. Jost, M. D., 
Dover, Executive Secretary and and Registrar 
of Vital Statistics. 


DIvisi1ons 


Child Hygiene, Clealand A. Sargent, M. D.; 
Sanitation, Richard C. Beckett, B. Sc.; Lab- 
oratry, Roland D. Herdman, B. Sc.; Brandy- 
wine Sanitarium, Lawrence D. Phillips, M. D. 
and Edgewood Sanitarium, Conwell Banton, 
M. D. 


NEW CASTLE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 


The New Castle County Medical Society has elected 
the following officers for 1929: 


OFFICERS 


Water W. E tis,:President, Delaware City. 
Ira Burns, Vice-President, Wilmington, Del. 
Douctas T. Davivson, Sec. and Treas., Claymont, Del 


Delegates, J. W. Bastin, W. Edwin Bird, Lewis 
Booker, J. A. Ellegood, G. W. K. Forrest, Dorsey W. 
Lewis, George C. McElfatrick, John Palmer, Louis S. 
Parsons, Harold L. Springer, P. W. Tomlinson, Joseph 
P. Wales; Alternates, Olin S. Allen, I. L. Chipman, 
Douglas T. Davidson, T. H. Davies, Lawrence J. 
Jones, William V. Marshall, Meredith I. Samuel, Brice 
S. Vallett, George W. Vaughan, William Wertenbaker; 
wee J. M. Barsky, G. Burton, Pierson Herman 

iller. 

Directors, Heisler Ball, M. A. Tarumianz, B. A. 
Jenkin. 


KENT COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 


The officers of the Kent County Medical Society for 
the year 1929 are as follows: 


OFFICERS 


Dr. H. V. Witson, President. 
Dr. E. S. Dwicut, Vice-President. 
Dr. C. A. SarGcent, Secretary and Treasury. 


Committees—Censors, Dr. C. J. Prickett, Smyrna, 
1930; Dr. J. W. Martin, Magnolia, 1931. 

Delegates, Dr. I. J. MacCollum, Wyoming, 1929; 
Dr. L. S. Conwell, Camden, 1930; Dr. C. A. Sargent, 
Dover, 1931. 

Alternate, Dr. Jos. Bringhurst, Felton. 


SUSSEX COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 


OFFICERS 


Dr. R. C. Beese, President. 
Dr. G. Frank Jones, Vice-President. 
Dr. J. B. Wapces, Secretary and Treasurer. 


Committees—No standing committees. 
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DELAWARE STATE PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETY 


Wa ter L. Moraan,:President, Wilmington, Del. 
Georce Ruoapes, Vice-President, Newark, Del. 
E. J. Evitiotrtr, Vice-President, Bridgeville, Del. 
F. L. Foster, Secretary, Wilmington, Del. 
Peter ViIENKOwsSKI, Treasurer, Wilmington, Del. 


DrreEcTors 
ALBERT DovucGuerty, Wilmington, Del. 
Cuar-es E. Huston, Seaford, Del. 
Henry Pettyjoun, Milford, Del. 
James T. CHALLENGER, New Castle, Del. - 


LIST OF HOSPITALS IN DELAWARE 
DELAWARE HOSPITAL 


14th and Washington Streets 
Wilmington, Del. 


WILMINGTON GENERAL HOSPITAL 
General 
60 Beds 
Chestnut and Broome Streets 
Chestnut and Rodney Streets 
Wilmington, Del. 


DELAWARE STATE HOSPITAL 
for Mental Diseases 

630 Beds 

Farnhurst, Del. 

KENT COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL 
General 
39 Beds 
Dover, Del. 
BEEBF’S HOSPITAL 
General 
60 Beds 
Lewes, Del. 


HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL 
General 
106 Beds 
15th and Van Buen Streets 
Wilmington, Del. 
ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL 


8th and Clayton Streets 
Wilmington, Del. 
MILFORD EMERGENCY HOSPITAL 

General 
30 Beds 

Milford, Del. 

MARSHALL HOSPITAI. 
30 Beds 
Milford, Del. 


GRATEFUL! 


At a Christian Science testimony meeting 
there were many enthusiastic talks by those 
present in acknowledging the inspiration and 
help they had received from Mary Baker 
Eddy, the founder of Christian Science. 
Finally a meek-looking little woman in the 
audience arose and said: 

“IT am only a visitor here and never heard 
of Mary Baker Eddy before, but I just want 
to tell you what Lydia Pinkham has done for 
me.” 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEEMEN FOR THE YEAR 1929 
PresipenT: W. O. LaMotte, Wilmington 
Vice-PresipenT: First—C. J. Prickett, Smyrna 
Seconp—K. J. Hocker, Millville 
SEcRETARY: James E. Brayshaw, Medical Arts Building 
TREASURER: S. C. Rumford, 1403 Market St., Wilmington 
CouncILors 


G. C. McElfatrick, Wilmington 


I. J. MacCollum, Wyoming 


W. T. Jones, Laure! 


Alternate, Wm. Wertenbaker, Wilmington 


Delegate to A. M. A., G. W. K. Forrest, Wilmington 


DeLecaTes To STATE SOcIETIES 


O. V. James, Milford 


To Maryland 


I. C. Burns, Wilmington 


To Pennsylvania 


R. C. Beebe, Lewes 


To New Jersey 
To New York 


H. L. Springer, Wilmington 


To Delaware State Pharmaceutical Society 


W. F. Haines, Seaford; J. R. Downs, Newark.; C. G. Harmonson, Smyrna 


ComMMITTEE ON ScrenTiFIc Work 


M. A. Tarumianz, Farnhurst 


John W. James, Dover 


Roscoe Elliott, Laurel 


ComMMITTEE ON Pusuic AND LEGISLATION 


Jos. S. McDaniel, Dover 


J. W. Bastian, Wilmington 


James Beebe, Lewes 


ComMITTEE ON Mepicat EpucaTION 


H. L. Springer, Wilmington 


G. Frank Jones, Georgetown 


William Marshall, Milford 


ComMMITTEE ON CANCER 


H. L. Springer, Wilmington 
W. J. Marshall, Milford 
W O. LaMotte, Wilmington 


G. F. Jones, Georgetown 
James Beebe, Lewes 
G. C. McElfatrick, Wilmington 


H. V. P. Wilson, Dover 
W. E. Bird, Wilmington 
M. A. Tarumianz, Farnhurst 


ComMITTEE ON HEALTH ProBLeMS IN EDUCATION 


A. T. Davis, Dover 
Fred F. Armstrong, Wilmington 


J. A. Ellegood, Wilmington 


T. H. Davies, Wilmington 
U. W. Hocker, Lewes 


ComMITTEE ON NECROLOGY 


E. M. Vaughn, Middletown 


L. S. Conwell, Camden 


W. P. Orr, Lewes 


CoMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION 


W. E. Bird, Wilmington 


M. A. Tarumianz, Farnhurst 


W. O. LaMotte, Wilmington 


ComMITTEE ON HosPITALSs 


J. S. McDaniel, Dover 


E. R. Mayorberg, Wilmington 


Richard Beebe, Lewes 


THE Mopern CHILD 


Patient, age 8, reclines on silk pillows, her golden-haired dolly cast 
fretfully aside. 


Physician (entering, escorted by mother): 
“Well, well, well, so this is the little lady! Bless 
my soul, who said she was sick?” 

Patient: “Come on, doc, cut out the apple- 
sauce and do your stuff.” 

Physician (a trifle less heartily): “Hm, now, 
how do you feel, my dear?” 

Patient: “Rotten, of course, old bean. 
Whad do you think you’re here for, to play 
checkers?” 

Mother: “Oh come now, dear, do be nice 
to the doctor-man.”’ 

Patient: “Well, go ahead then, but make it 
snappy!” 

Physician: ““That’s the good girl. Now let 
me see your tongue.” 

Patient: “Oh, Lord, are you of that school? 
I thought you were one of the —paths!’”’ 

Physician (shaking off a _ fast-gathering 
daze): “‘Now then, let’s we see. Open your 
mouth, my dear, and just hold this thermo- 
meter under your t 45 

Patient: ‘‘Wa-a-ait a minute, doc, wa-a-ait 
a minute. Has that thing been sterilized in 
a 70% solution of alcohol?” 

Physician (in a last feeble effort): ‘“When 


I was your age, little girls didn’t know there 


was such a thing as ale——”’ 
Patient: “Old stuff, doc, old stuff.’ (Hurls 
vase of lilies at head of fast-fleeing M. D.) 


Mau Mammy 
Mah Florida Mammy and Rastus and Sammy 
Don’t live in a cabin no more— 
They’ve all got positions and earn big commis- 
sions 
By selling choice lots on the shore. 
Mah kind-hearted Mammy owns half of 
Miami, 
And old Aunt Jemima and Joe 
In old Tallahassee are ritzy and classy 
And rolling in diamonds and dough. 


They don’t hoe pertaters; they’re all real- 
estaters, 
And dabble in acres and plots. 
The white fields of cotton have all been for- 
gotten 
And now serve as choice building lots. 
The Mandys and Minnies—the pert pickanin- 
nies 
Don’t harvest the cotton and cane; 
But sell costly pieces and property leases 
To buyers from Jersey and Maine. 
—From the New Fersey Mirror, Mt.Holly 
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CONSULTATION SERVICE 


Asa part of its Pay Clinic, the Pennsylvania 
Hospital has established a consultation service 
for ambulatory patients of moderate means. 
This service will accept patients for diagnosis 
only; that being accomplished the patient is 
returned to his physician and a letter is 
mailed to the physician giving our diagnosis, 
the data upon which it is based and advice 
respecting treatment. General consultation 
and consultation in the specialties is offered. 

Patients will be admitted to this service 
only when they present a letter from the 
physician referring them. 

Each applicant will be interviewed to de- 
termine that he is of proper economic status. 

All patients will attend on the first and 
subsequent visits, if any be necessary, by 
appointment, and the number on each day 
will be limited to those who can be seen 
properly. 

Patients accepted for General Consultation 
will be examined first by the Internist. The 
fee will be $15.00, payable in advance. This 
charge will cover as many visits to the In- 
ternist and such specialists as may be neces- 
sary to arrive at a diagnosis, routine urine 
and blood examinations and any clinical 
laboratory work believed advisable by the 
Internist. An extra charge, at the regular 
clinic rates will be made for x-rays, a basal 
metabolism or electrocardiography. 

Patients accepted for Specialty Consultation 
will be admitted to the special clinic designated 
by the referring physician. The fee will be 
$5.00, payable in advance. This charge will 
cover as many visits to the special clinic 
designated as may be necessary to arrive at a 
diagnosis and any clinical laboratory work 
that may be ordered from this clinic. Should 
the opinion of some other special clinic be 
desired or any x-ray, basal metabolism or 
electrocardiography be ordered there will be 
extra charges at the regular clinic rates. 

Appointments for the Consultation Service 
may be made by the referring physician or by 
the patient, upon presentation of a letter 
from his physician, by application to the 
Appointment Clerk, Out-Patient Department, 
daily except Sundays from 9 A. M. to 4 P. M. 
or during the clinic sessions. 

Physicians who wish to accompany their 
patients will be welcome. 
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Sessions Tuesdays, 4 to 6 P. M.; Fridays 
6 to 8 P. M. 
Daniel D. Test, Superintendent. 
Telephone: Walnut 6690. 


Out-Patient Department, 
Spruce Street between 


Eighth and Ninth. 


MEDICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
CO-OPERATION 


Perhaps one of the outstanding reasons for 
the progress in the scientific development of 
new products has been the spirit of co-opera- 
tion which has existed between the medical 
profession and the pharmaceutical industry. 

By this close co-operation medical science 
has contributed to pharmaceutical progress 
and the manufacturing pharmacists of the 
country in turn have made a definite con- 
tribution toward the development of new 
medical products. 

On Wednesday, December 5, the officials 
and members of the medical, pharmaceutical 
and allied professions of Lafayette, Indiana 
were addressed by Dr. Charles E. Vanderk- 
leed, Chairman of the Contact Committee. 
of the American Pharmaceutical Manufac- 
turers’ Association. 

The subject of Dr. Vanderkleed’s address 
was “Improvement in the Quality of American 
Drug Products due to Co-operation in the 
Industry”. It is interesting to see the repre- 
sentatives of the several allied professions mak- 
ing arrangements for a periodical study of 
mutual interests of professional nature with a 
view to increasing mutual usefulness. 

It is only through medical and pharaceutical 
co-operation that the greatest advances can 
be made in conquering disease and improving 
the health of the American people. 


THE NEW CASTLE COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY 

On Tuesday, February 19th, 1929, Dr. 
Joseph Colt Bloodgood of Baltimore will read 
a paper on Lesions of the Oral Cavity. Mem- 
bers of Kent and Sussex Co. Societies, mem- 
bers of the Dental and Pharmaceutical Socie- 
ties, are cordially invited to attend this 
meeting. 

The meeting will be held at the University 
Club, 1301 Market Street at 8:30 P. M. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Technique of Contraception. By James F. 
Cooper, M. D., Medical Director, Clinical 
Research Department, American Birth Con- 
trol League. Cloth, Pp. 271, with 25 illustra- 
tions. Price, $7.50 by express. New York: 
Day-Nichols, Inc., 1928. 

This, the first and only report of its kind 
anywhere, is based upon the actual experiences 
obtained in 8,000 cases. It is written exclus- 
ively for physicians, and properly so. Divided 
into sixteen chapters, the subject is fully and 
scientifically expounded; it impresses us as a 
really worth-while chemical, biological, econo- 
mic sociological research. All methods are 
discussed and evaluated. 

Regardless of the intensely partisan views 
for or against birth control usually entertained; 
there can be no argument that the medical 
profession should be in possession of the facts, 
and Dr. Cooper’s volume teems with facts. 
It is the best work on this subject that has 
yet come to our notice. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Books received are acknowledged in this column, and 
such acknowledgment must be regarded as a sufficient 
return for the courtesy of the sender. Suitable selections, 
will be made for review as space permits. 


Psychopathia Sexualis. By R. von Kraft-Ebbing, 

, Professor of Psychiatry, University of Vienna. 

Revised Edition. English adaptation by F. J. Rebman. 

Cloth. Pp. 617, Price: $5.00. Brooklyn: Physicians 
and Surgeons Book Company, 1928. 

Sexual Question. By August Forel, M. D., Second 
Edition. English adaptation by C. F. "Marshall, M. D. 
Cloth. Pp. 536, with 22 illustrations, Price, $5.00. 
ve Physicians and Surgeons Book Company, 


Criminal Responsibility. By Charles Mercier, M. 
B., Lecturer on Insanity,. Westminister Hospital 
Medical School, London. Cloth. Pp. 256. Price, $5.00. 
Brooklyn: Physicians and Surgeons Book Company. 
1926. 


Woman: Her Sex and Love Life. By William J. 
. Robinson, M. D., Seventeenth Edition. Cloth. Pp. 
411, with 10 illustrations. Price, $3.00. New York: 
Eugenics Publishing Company, 1929. 

Birth Control. By William J. Robinson, M. D. 
Thirty-second Edition. Cloth. Pp. 254. Price, $2.00. 
New York: Eugenics Publishing Company, 1929. 


A few weeks ago the Chicago Tribune 
carried a conspicuous notice to the effect that 
in order to train its nurses in the niceties of 
social intercourse, the advantages of a well- 
modulated and pleasant voice, poise and 
cultivated manner, St. Luke’s Hospital, New 
York, had established a ‘‘charm school” 
where under the tutelage of a social director 
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the young ladies are to be taught to behave 
elegantly without giving the matter a thought. 
—(Clinical Medicine and Surgery, August, 
1928). Well, well, isn’t that nice! But who is 
going to nurse the patient? Probably these 
“drawing room”’ nurses will have assistants 
to do the real work, and the “drawing room’, 
nurse will be a companion for the sick person. 
Well, it comes high but there are those who 
must have it. 
—Fournal Indiana St. Med. Ass'n. 


A Report on ABUSE OF DISPENSARY SERVICE 


At the meeting of the American Hospital 
Association, held at San Francisco, a report 
dealing with the “Abuse of Dispensary 
Service” was submitted. Figures taken from 
this report, presented in Hospital Manage- 
ment, indicate that the records of nearly 29,000 
admissions to dispensaries in various cities 
were studied, covering the period from 1910 
to 1923. The report shows that of 745 patients 
admitted in New York dispensaries, seventy- 
three were apparently able to pay for medical 
service, but that there was ground for ‘‘reason- 
able doubt” in every case. There was doubt 
as to more than I1 per cent of 1,414 admitted 
at Boston dispensaries, but further study 
brought the figures down to a little more than 
1 per cent. At the Presbyterian Hospital in 
Philadelphia, there was some question as to 
the status of 3.5 per cent of 1,000 admissions, 
while less than 2 per cent of more than 21,000 
admitted to the Cornell Clinic in New York 
could be considered as “‘able to pay.”’ Less 
than 1 per cent of 500 patients at the Central 
Free Dispensary in Chicago ‘‘should have 
been refused,” and less than 5 per cent of 500 
at the Springfield (Mass.) Hospital were 
reported as “apparently unsuitable.” 


LET US COLLECT YOUR 


my SLOW ACCOUNTS FOR YOU. 


COMMISSIONS AS LOW AS 25%. NO OTHER CHARGES. 


Endorsed by American Medical Association and State 

. References: Bradstreets; Chamber of Com- 

merce; Commerce Trust Co. or publishers of this journal. 
Satisfied clients everywhere. 
SEND FOR LIST BLANKS 


Physicians & Surgeons Adjusting Association 
RAILWAY EXCHANGE BUILDING, KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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